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Spring 2019
Assignment 1 = Ethnocentrism (5%)
Ethnocentrism leads us to make premature judgments.  Ethnocentric thinking often manifest in words such as wrong, backward, weird, uncivilized, and many other terms that denotes judgment on the part of the speaker.  It involves the speaker centering her/himself (and their group) as the norm or standard and any other practice that differs from theirs to be abnormal.  In other words, there should not be an underlying suggestion that one group’s practice is better than another.  
Some very simple examples of ethnocentric thinking. . .

1.  We often talk about British drivers driving "on the wrong side" of the road. Why not just say 
     "left hand side"?  Why is it wrong?  
2.  We talk about written Hebrew as reading "backward." Why not just say "from right to left”?
3.  We speak about ethnic scarification (etched markings on the human body, especially on the face) as 
    “strange” or “crazy.”  Why not “an indicator of ethnic or familial affiliation?”
Instructions:  For this assignment, you should:

NOTE: your responses must be typed directly in this template document.


1.  Read chapter 13

2.  Think of 10 new examples of ethnocentric things we hear in our society and 

3.  suggest alternatives, as the above examples do, to how better express difference without ranking or   

     measuring one being better than the other.  As you select examples, do not confuse ethnocentrism 
     with stereotypes, though they are related.  Remember that cultural relativism places no judgments on 
     people’s behavior, but instead state facts.  Write your answers in two columns as seen in the example 
     below.  


4.  In 2 or more paragraphs, describe any ethnocentric thinking you have had about other groups, as well 

     as how your perspective has changed, if at all.  
	Ethnocentric Thinking
	Alternatives Showing Cultural Relativism

	The British drive “on the wrong side of the road”
	The British drive “on the left hand side of the road.”

	Hebrew writing is read “backward”
	Hebrew writing is read “from right to left.”

	The Chinese restaurant served a “weird dish”
	The Chinese restaurant served a “dish made with raw fish and vegetables.”

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


This assignment must:

_____a.  be typed using Times New Roman, 12-point font.  

_____b.  have a full heading with your name, class & section number, and date at top left.

_____c.  be double spaced, except for the heading which should be single spaced  

_____d.  include page numbers at the bottom right of each page.   


_____e.  have the assignment number and title must be centered two lines below your heading. 


_____f.  have be 1-2 pages in length


_____g.  have this page attached on the front of this assignment. 


_____h.  staple all pages together

Note:  your assignment should look like the example on the following page 
Name:  ____________________________________



ANT 100, Section ________

Date :

Assignment = Ethnocentrism

	Ethnocentric Thinking
	Alternatives Showing Cultural Relativism

	The Africans live in “primitive societies.”
	The Africans live in “less developed societies.”

	The Americans are nothing but “greedy, power-hungry people.”
	The Americans are a “powerful country.”

	The Africans “are uncivilized.”
	The Africans “are not learned.”

	“Chinese products are fake.”
	 “Chinese products are cheap.”

	The dollar currency is “dominating in the international business.”
	The dollar currency is “trading in the international business.”

	The British “colonized the Africans.”
	The British “socially changed the Africans.”

	The US “disseminates propaganda.”
	The US “disseminates intelligence.”

	The Americans are “sophisticated.”
	The Americans are “creative or innovative.”

	People from Middle East write “backward.”
	People from Middle East write “from right to left.”

	Most of the students are “naïve.” 
	Most of the students are “youthfull.”


I have had ethnocentric thinking that the Americans were nothing but, greedy and power-hungry nation. The country has resulted in sending its army troops to many war-torn areas. I had a belief that they were only trying to show how powerful they are, but I have come to realize that I had been wrong all through. The Americans have the rest of the world in their hearts, and that is why they have always strived to keep the world at peace. There have been many civil unrests experienced in the Middle East nations, and the US has sent its army officers together with other members of the secret service so that they can collect the intelligence to be able to tell the exact cause of the civil wars. For instance, the Syrian war among others, the US government has been sending its security agents within the war-torn areas so as to bring order back. They normally finance such undertakings using their domestic funds. This is a proof that this country is one of the best and they know how to use their power to better lives of other people. Again, the US president gave the children who were in the country without proper documentation a chance to have them registered so that they can be allowed to life in the nation.
Furthermore, the nation has resulted in incurring huge expenses trying to finance the stay of the troops in those war-torn areas. This has been brought to light after the current president took the power of the office of the president of the US. He promised to retrieve the country's security officers from the war-torn areas. Recently, this has been seen happening as the security officers based in Syria have started their journey back to the US. Thus, this is a clear indication that, Americans are not hungry for power or any other material benefit but have those fighting communities at heart and they want the best for them. They only need the rest of the world to stay safe and get involved in things that makes their tomorrow better than today. Thus, Americans do help the other countries so that they can avoid instances where they will be required to start rebuilding the country from scratch. The American government have not even once allocated grants that are used to help the developing nations meet some of its development agendas. These are some of the things that the US government has been doing among others. Americans are good although there is no one perfect in this world, but it can be concluded that they are good; they normally desire good for the rest of the world. Americans have parted with a lot of cash in form of grants plus much more other services that are directed to the people living in the less developed nations.
3

